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Important Dates 

05/31  Grandma & Grandpa Joe’s 
Anniversary 

06/26  Picnic at the Lake (Don’t 
forget your swimsuit!) 

07/29  Susie’s 35th Birthday 

A Day to Remember 

Thank you all for joining us on 
25th June for our 20th 
Anniversary Party; it really was a 
day to remember! It was great to 
see so many friends and supporters 
of the Fant Wildlife Area joining in 
the fun and games; thankfully the 
weather didn’t dampen our spirits. 

The celebration was opened by Deputy 
Mayor Malcolm Greer who thanked 
everyone who had been involved with the 
group over the years and wished us well in 
the future. We enjoyed a barbecue and 
dishes prepared with wild food foraged from 
the Fant Wildlife Area, stalls, games and 
great live music from local musicians Penny 
Heath, Neil Davies and Clive Frewer. 

Finally we were able to cut the birthday cake—which everyone agreed was 
delicious—and make a wish for the next twenty years in Fant! 

Get Foraging Now! 

With only a few weeks left until Harvest Home—our 
Foraged Food competition—things are really heating 
up in the kitchen! It is not too late to get out 
foraging. 

If you can make jam, jelly, cake or anything delicious 
from produce at the Fant Wildlife Area we want to 
see you on Saturday 8th October from 12:30. If you 
don’t know one end of a wooden spoon from the 
other just come along and help us choose our 
favourite creation. 

The winner will receive the A. Leslie Turner Memorial Cup and a round of 
applause from everyone at the Fant Wildlife Area. 

Autumn 2016 

Upcoming Events 
 
• Saturday 10th September 
Activity Session 10am-12.30 
 
• Saturday 8th October 
Activity Session 10am-12.30 
 
• Saturday 8th October 
Harvest Home—Foraged Food 
Festival from 12:30pm 
 
• Wednesday 5th October 
Committee meeting 7.30pm 
 
• Saturday 15th October 
Nature Spotter - Small Mammals 
from 10am 
 
• Saturday 12th November 
Activity Session 10am-12.30 
 
• Wednesday 16th November 
Committee meeting 7.30pm 
 
Our Monthly Activity Sessions 
take place on the second Saturday 
of each month from 10am. You 
can get involved with all kinds of 
activities to help keep your 
nature reserve in great condition.  
 
Trustees of the Fant Wildlife 
Group meet every 6 weeks. We 
are currently looking for a new 
venue, so if you have any bright 
ideas let us know. 

 
You can find out more 
information about upcoming 
events on our website and 
Facebook page. 



Contact Us 
www.fantwildlife.org.uk 
 
www.facebook.com/fantwildlifearea 
 
fantwildlifegroup@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SMS/Voicemail: 07598 141322 
 
If you have a story you would like 
to share in our newsletter please get 
in touch. Our newsletter is 
published and distributed to 
members quarterly in March, June, 
September and December. 

All Creatures Great and Small 

Some of you will have joined us over the summer months for one 
of our nature spotting activities. If you haven't been before these 
are an excellent opportunity to get out and about and see some 
beautiful plants and animals. 

In June we held our first bat walk—which everyone who attended 
enjoyed, so we plan to hold 
a similar event next year. 

In July we were lucky 
enough to spot a good selection of butterflies including Red Admiral 
(Vanessa atalanta), Gatekeeper (Pyronia tithonus), Comma (Polygonia c-
album) and a species of Skipper butterfly named after their quick, darting 
flight habits. 

Unfortunately we were unable to 
continue with our Butterflies, 
Bumblebees, Grasshoppers and 

Crickets spotting event on 20th August due to the spell of unseasonably 
strong southwesterly winds, accompanied by heavy, blustery showers. 

Our next nature spotting event will be held on Saturday 15th October 
and focus on small mammals. We will be starting early at 10am because 
we don’t want to keep our fury little friends from their breakfast too 
long. 

One more step along the road.. 

In our spring newsletter we reported progress made with Maidstone Borough 
Council to agree a 99 year lease to safeguard the Fant Wildlife Area for the next 
generation. 

As no objections were raised with the Council about our plans we can proceed 
with the next stage of the negotiation. As we go to press a report is due to be 
presented to the Council’s Policy and Resources Committee recommending that 
the Fant Wildlife Area is set aside for nature conservation. This next stage is to 
agree lease terms. 

This is a significant step for the Fant Wildlife Group and we need to know that 
you support us in this endeavor. 
If you believe we should continue 
with our plans and seek legal 
protection for the Fant Wildlife 
Area to ensure that it can never 
be built on please contact us 
using the details on the left, or 
write to your local councillor. 
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